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Deja Vu?



Why wildlife policy matters





The System

• Laws

• Institutions:

• State agencies

• State commissions

• Funding:

• License fees

• Federal grants 



A New Paradigm

Wildlifeforall.us



Understanding wildlife policy 
and process

BLM

Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks



Understanding wildlife policy: 
Then and Now

USFS
US Library of Congress



Understanding wildlife policy 
and public values



Who benefits?

2022 Special Report on Hunting & The Shooting Sports



Understanding wildlife policy



Wildlife management:

1. Undemocratic

2. Unjust

3. Lacks compassion

4. Does not prioritize 

biodiversity protection



• U.S. population (USFWS, 2020):
• Hunters = 5%
• Anglers = 9%

• 46 state wildlife commissions:
• ~411 seats total
• Hunters or anglers ≥ 70% 

Hunters Control Wildlife Policy 



Hunters Anglers Public
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Wildlife is a Public Trust

• Nobody owns wild animals. 

• The trust includes all wildlife species. 

• The trust beneficiaries include all people 

• Government is the trustee

• Trustees have a duty to protect and manage the trust for 
all beneficiaries, including those yet to be born.

• Trust management requires democratic governance





Pittman-Robertson Act of 
1937

•Redirected a tax on firearms to states for 
wildlife restoration

•Important source of funding for state 
wildlife agencies

•$1.1 billion disbursed in FY22



Mutual benefits:
• Hunters benefitted:  

• Solidified role of hunters as primary “users” of 
wildlife 

• Most PR funds used to promote game species 
and hunting

• Created incentives for agencies to sell more 
hunting licenses

• Agencies benefitted
• Diversion prohibition kept money with agencies
• More licenses sold = more PR funds



Hunting has declined for 
decades…

•1960: 8% of U.S. population

•2020: 4.6% of U.S. population



While gun sales have exploded

Casellas  Connors, John P. and Christopher Rea. 2022. Violent Entanglements: The Pittman-Robertson Act, Firearms, 
and the Financing of Conservation. Conservation and Society. DOI: 10.4103/cs.cs_82_21







Wildlife management is 

UNJUST



Wildlife management

LACKS COMPASSION



State Wildlife Agency Activities:

• enforcing hunting regulations

• administering license sales

• providing hunter safety & education programs

• recruiting more hunters and anglers 

• securing access for hunting and fishing 

• constructing and operating shooting ranges

• operating fish hatcheries and stocking programs

• suppressing predators to increase game populations

• acquiring and managing land

• improving habitat

• conducting research and public education

• protecting non-hunted species

• responding to complaints.

Conservation or Game Management?



Non-Native species





A more just future…

Michelle Lute



Guiding Principles for Reform

• Wildlife should be treated as a public trust

• Wildlife decision-making should be democratic, transparent, 
informed by science, and include explicit value statements

• The individual interests of all organisms to exist and thrive 
should be respected

• Consumptive uses and users should not be privileged 

• All wild species have ecological value and should be 
protected as part of natural ecosystems

• The public benefits broadly from the existence of wildlife, 
and should share in the cost of protecting it.



Wildlife for All Goals
• Build a national coalition (and movement) of wildlife 

governance reform advocates

• Raise awareness about the problems with state wildlife 

management

• Catalyze and support state level reform campaigns

• replace the current wildlife management paradigm



Policy Reform Goals

• revise outdated statutes and policies

• establish new, broad-based sources of 
funding for wildlife conservation

• abolish wildlife commissions, or reform them 
to be more representative

• enforce public trust duties of wildlife policy 
makers 



Achievements
• national conference on reforming state wildlife 

management in 2018

• launching of campaign in 2021 

• national coalition established

• conference presentations, media coverage, 
controversies

• better commission appointments in WA, CO, etc

• reform related bills introduced or passed in NM, MD, 
WA, NV, etc.

• leveraging federal initiatives to drive reform, i.e. RAWA



What You Can Do

• Empower yourself to be a multispecies justice advocate. 

• Become familiar with the nuts and bolts of state wildlife 

governance, in general and in your state. Share what 

you learn.

• Build power by joining with others.

www.wildlifeforall.us

kevin@wildlifeforall.us

http://www.wildlifeforall.us
mailto:kevin@wildlifeforall.us


Questions?

Photo Joe Newman 



End of Presentation


